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FCC UPDATE 
The Chairman distributed printed information regarding the progress toward HDTV and 
other digital modes. Discussion on the possibility of Congress creating a “date certain” for 
conversion of TV channels to HDTV would remedy the 700 MHz spectrum to be k e d  for 
use. 

PROPOSED the Committee craft a letter to be sent to appropriate Congressional delegations 
stating the need for progress on the issue of making the 700 MHz frequencies available to 
Public Safety users. MOVED, the Chairman is directed to Write such a letter, circulate 
among the committee members for comment for subsequent delivery to the appropriate 
Congressional Delegations and Cabinet members. SECONDED and PASSED. The 
Chairman is so directed. 

PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
Changes to the current Regional Plan were distributed 
Discussions of page 8-1 “Regional Interoperability (YO) Channel Usage” allocations. Several 
committee members observed that interoperability channels were allocated to specific 
services rather than for mutual intercommunications. This reverts to the current practice of 
the services being isolated from each other. 

Other existing systems and frequency bands must also be considered in the development of 
the new plan. Various other State plans were discussed. 

Application Procedures (Section 9) 
Changes will be incorporated before the next meeting. 

Scoring Matrix. 

There have been several flaws identified in the matrix used by Region 19 as it is now used 
for the 800 MHz application evaluations. It was intended as the prioritization tool to 
objectively weigh the merit of the various applicant applications. The intent was to provide a 
tool to score objectively applications. According to the Chairman no applicant has ever been 
denied a fkquency assignment on the basis of the scoring matrix. The result has been to give 
the highest score within the window period the first position in the assignment of 
frequencies. 

Some of the categories in the Matrix table have given fractional numbers that have no affect 
on the scoring process. 
The assignment of numeric weights to different services ignores the fact that the nature of the 
incident tends to dictate which service assumes the predominant roll. 
The Chairman noted that a discrepancy in weighting a service is obvious when, for example 
Fire or Police are rated higher than another service and then in the face of and incident the 
service provided by the lesser rated service becomes the predominant service for that 
particular incident. 

Various forms of the matrix conceDt have been a d o d  in different Regions. 

The New England 700 M H z  Regional Plan, lune 2004 Appendix G, Page 30 

-- - ._ ---I_” _----I._ _ _  -__-_ ~~~ 



Part 2, Appendix G 

Mr. Derdak with Mr. Carbonell noted that entities that are purely governmental should be 
scored higher that those that can also fall in the realm of services which can file under other 
FCC parts. They also noted that genuine need must be identified in the process and frivolous 
applications must be filtered. 

Mr. Zarwanski observed that the values derived though manipulating population, area 
serviced, geography etc. has resulted in the fractional results that were insignificant in the 
total matrix evaluation. 

A brief discussion of the inadequate results of “frequency give-back.” 
The Chairman called for careful examination of the NCC criteria and asked for careful 
consideration and suggestions of needed changes. There will be further discussion at the 
March meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

CAPRAD Trainin8 
Mr. Kowalik and Mr. Carbonell will attend the training in January. The .class will be held 
for three days in Denver, CO. Mr. Kowalik will present an estimate of expenses. 
Funds will be taken from the Committee Allotment. 

- Budget Report 
The current balance of granted funds is two thousand, one hundred dollars ($2100.00). 

Approximately $2,000.00 will be used for the CAPRAD training 
Miscellaneous expenses and web site fees will deplete most of the remainder. 

Web Site 
Mr. Carbonell discussed the security aspects of the web site. He also discussed various 
schemes that would make the site more useM for Committee work. He requested approval 
to set up a list server for the Committee. Granted by the Committee. 

MOVED to adjoum meeting. Unanimous vote to adjourn. 1216 

Respectfully submitted 

James Warakois, Secretary. 
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March 2003 Minutes 

New England Region 700 MHZ 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 
Tenth Meeting Tuesday 
11 March 2003 

List of Attendees: See attachment. 

The tenth meeting of the New England Region 700 MHz Technical Advisory Committee was 
held on Tuesday March 1 1,2003 at the Maine State Police -Troop B Barracks in Gray, Maine 

The meeting was convened at 1O:OOAM 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman were present. The Secretary had informed the Chairman in 
advance of his absence and the Vice Chairman, Jeny Zarwanski took minutes. 

The Chairman, George Pohorilak requested everyone present introduce themself 

Order of Business: 

1. Minutes 
A correction was pomted to the Chairman that the last meeting was the ninth and not the tenth 
meeting. Jim Kowalik motioned to ACCEPT the December 10,2002 minutes as distributed with 
correction to ninth meeting. Seconded by Steve Brown and CARRIED by unanimous vote. 

2. Membership 
The Chairman indicated that every state except Vermont has membership on this committee. 
Lette.rs were mailed to Vermont as well as all the other New England States and there has been 
no official response from VT. The Chairman indicated that, CT State layoffs have affected his 
ability to visit the "700 MHz State License" holder in the New England States. The layoff of the 
Chairman's two Connecticut staflFmembers and restrictions in out of State travel has restricted 
visits and research and distribution of 700MHz correspondence. 

3. State Licensees Update; 
There is no new information. Most of the holders are members of this committee. In Connecticut 
the Governor has offered an early retirement incentive. Frank Aiudi from DOIT (CT 700MHz 
License holder) who has been attending the 700MHz meetings is strongly considering retiring. 
Chuck Welch from NH OEM indicated Meade Hemck is retiring and he would be the new 
representative from NH OEM. 

4. NCC UPDATE. 
At this time there is no new information being distributed by the NCC. 
Two members of this committee, Jim Kowalik and George Carbonell flew to Denver, Colorado 
for CAPRAD (Computer Assisted Precoordination Resource and Database System) Training and 
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will update the committee further once the agenda item is reached. The Chairman indicated there 
is approximately $700 remaining in the budget for 7OOMHz planning. 

5. FCC UPDATE: 
The Chairman indicated there was really nothing new to report and eventually he would craft a 
letter to be sent to appropriate Congressional delegations stating the need for progress on the 
issue of making the 700 M H z  frequencies available to Public Safety users. Bob Cruikshank - 
Motorola informed the committee he has a list of Congressional delegates that sit on the 700 
MHz Committee. He also indicated some action the committee may pursue with the 
FCCKongressional delegates to expedite the use of 700h4Hz frequencies for Public Safety 

The Chairman also indicated that at some future date he may send letters to the Governors of the 
New England State or meet on the topic of 7OOMHz. Ai this time, he cannot even meet with the 
CT Governor because the Governor has other significant issues such as State budget and 
Departmental issues. 

George Carbonell addressed the 85% penetration rule and some discussion took place but the 
bottom line is there is no change in the ruling. 

6. CAPRAD 
Jim Kowalik spoke on the training that took place in Colorado and indicated that the r online 
system is a tool for sorting and allocating frequencies in 700MHz. The 700MHz frequencies 
have been pre allotted on a county basis through out the United States. The Development of a 
State or regional plan would either adopt the pre-allotment, refme it or supercede the allotment. 
California has adopted a 6.25 distribution and Missouri is adopting a cellular technology 
distribution approach. 

George Carbonell presented a Power Point presentation on CAPRAD which addressed: 
accessibility and rights into the online system; Technical system features and hardware; 
Placement of Regional Plans, Applications and Database Information on the online system. 
George Carbonell also handed out a CD which introduces the CAPRAD system. 

The Chairman motioned we adopt the CURAD system as part of the Regional Planning 
process. Seconded by Steve Brown. Carried by unanimous vote. 

The Vice Chairman addressed the issue of interference criteria and what has been technically 
adopted. Mr. Carbonell indicated that a field strength/contour of 5ODbu is considered and any 
contour cannot exceed a county by five miles. As to Interference criteria, nothing has been 
adopted. The Vice Chairman asked what would happen if StatedRegions adopted different 
standards and boarder issues arise. h4r. carbonell indicated there is a need to reach out to the 
different StatedRegions and address these issues. 

7. PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
Scoring Matrix. 
Attached to the Agenda was four available scoring matrix tables for discussion. The first, 
existing 821MHz scoring matrix, the second, NCC 700MHz adopted scoring matrix as provided 
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in the green binder (700- NER Plan), the third, a newly developed scoring matrix and the 
fourth, a version of the third with the top category, Service, modified. The Chairman discussed 
each and the members present questioned the differences in each of the scoring matrix. The 
deciding factor on which scoring matrix should be chosen is the objectivity of scoring rather than 
the subjectivity. The Chairman asked for a response itom each member in a month as to the best 
Scoring matrix for 700MHZ. 

8. New BusinesslComments 
None 

The Chairman indicated the next meeting will be held in Rhode Island on June 10,2003 at 1O:OO 
AM at a site still to be determined. 

The Chairman MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Carbonell. Unanimous vote to 
adjourn. 11 :42AM 

Respectfully submitted 
Jerry zarwanski, Vice Chairman. 
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June 2003 Minutes 

Meeting of the New England Region 700 MHz Technical Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, June 10,2003 

The meeting convened at 10: 10 AM 
Present were the Chairman, Vice-chairman, Secretary. Attendees signed attendance roster that 
was passed around 

The Chairman referenced the Agenda and the following items were discussed: 

Approval of the minutea of the previous meeting held March 10,2003. 
Moved by G. Carbonell, seconded by S. Brown that the Minutes the meeting of March 10 
2003 be accepted. Accepted by unanimous voice vote. 

Membership Report: 
The chairman reviewed the Current membership of the committee and the members present. He 
noted that participation by Vermont has been minimal. There was no Vermont representation at 
the recent Vermont meeting. Chairman Pohorilak indicated he would continue to seek Vermont 
members for the committee. 

The chair addmsed the need to take initiatives on a state level to begin planning for the use of 
700MHz spectrum. He requested that state representatives report on any activities of the Region 
Nineteen member States in meeting or planning for 700MHz use. 

Connecticut: The Chairman addressed Connecticut and indicated the aepartment of Information 
& Technology (Dol") has lost a number of persons due to statewide layoffs. DOIT holds the 
State License and has not initiated any formal meetings or begun the planning process. 

The result of the layoffs has impacted all state agencies including the Department of Public 
Safety. Losing two employees in the Chairman' s ofice has resulted in less time available to visit 
and contact other States regarding the survey and planning of Interoperability and State use of 
700MHz 

In Connecticut an 800MHz Interoperability Committee has been formed and has purchased and 
distributed 8OOMHz radios with grant money. These ICALAT AC radios will be used in 
Connecticut under the Region 19 Interoperability Plan and the Connecticut State Police have a 
network in place to provide Statewide coverage. The State is also applying for additional monies 
for control stations and radios. The Office of Emergency Management has purchased 20 trailers 
equipped with interoperability repeaters and a cache of radios. To date approximately 12 trailers 
have been accepted and distributed statewide. 

Rhode Island No report of activities. 

Massachusetts: Mr. Sutherland noted that the Executive Council of Public Safety has formed the 
State interoperability plan committee progress is being made in identiwg key related needs. 
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New Hampshire: Mr. Kowalik reported that numerous State agencies are being combined to 
form a multiple disciplined agency to oversee 'Homeland Security'. The exact form of this 
agency has not been resolved. 

Vermont: No report 

Maine: No report. 

NCC Update. 
The chairman reported that the Department of Justice (DOJ) federal budget allocation has 
changed and monies are not now allocated to specific departmentsfprojects but to the 
Department. DOJ project funding for CAPRAD might be challenged by reorganization and 
budget appropriations. He questioned how this would affect the future use of CAF'RAD. 

FCC Update -No 700MHz issues were raised 

The Committee Discussed: 

-Public Safety system overload during planned and unplanned events. Public Safety Agencies 
have complained that their systems become overloaded during any type of event and there is a 
need for additional spectrum in all bands. Commercial systems experience the same problems 
during events and the problems multiply once the media arrives. officer safety is jeopardized 
once a system experiences overload. 

-FCC rulings on 4.9 GHZ and effect on Public Safety. The FCC is making 4.9GHz available 
within the next few weeks once the report and order is published. All public Safety entities are 
eligible to license all 50MH.z of spectrum. The equipment does not exist at this time but the 
technology is known as "Mesh Network". More information to following in the next meetings 

The Chairman noted from the Report and Order -Item 16 of FCC 03-99."The 4.9 GHz Band 
Transfed from Federal Government Use" The 700 MHZ RPUC's will have to develop a 4.9 
M H z  plan in addition to the 700 M H z  plan. 

-The effeet of lieensed spread spectrum on public safety communications. Noted that there 
are very few spread spectrum applications pending since there are limited number of spread 
spectrum frequencies. Commercial spread spectrum operations interfere daily with Public Safety 
operations. 

4AP-D training for additional corn it tee members. 

APCO is providing CAPRAD training prior to their annual conference in Indianapolis, IN. Any 
member is welcome to attend a their own expense. Mr. Kowalik indicated that he would attend 
the class. Mr. Carbonell noted that some sort of coordinating fee could help support the local 
committee expenses. 
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Plan Development 
The options for a scoring methodology were discussed The Chairman noted that previously 
distributed Ophons A and B had the most responses. The Chairman discussed Option A in length 
and Mr. Zarwanski pointed out some specifics in Option B. 

The details of eligibility were discussed at length. The de f~ t ion  of Categories was discussed at 
length. E. Derdak noted that entities that are eligible on other services should have a lower 
scoringhting. He gave examples of bus companies and utility companies. 

A motion was raised to adopt plan A was MOVED by J. Warakois seconded by B. Sutherland. 
Vote by show of hands to accept this portion of the plan as presented. Plan A of the scoring 
scheme was ACCEPTED by show of hands (12 in favor, 1 opposed.) 

New Business: 
Next meeting is scheduled in Connecticut at CT Fire Academy, Windsor Locks, CT , September 
9,2003,lO:Wa.m. 

The December meeting will be held Concord NH, December 9th. 

Mr. Kowalik discussed 'Self-promotion" of the RPUC: The website should present our mission 
statement. Mr. Carbonell indicated he will draft an overview and present it to the committee at 
the next meeting. 

Moved for adjournment, Carried. Meeting adjourned 12:15 PM. 

Respectfully submitted 
Jim Warakois, Secretary 

- 

Documents distributed: 
FCC 03-99 The 4.9 GHZ Band Transferred from Federal Government Use, Wt docket No.00- 
32 MEMORANDUM OF OPINION AND ORDJZR AND THIRD REPORT AND ORDER, 
Adopted: April 23,2003 Released May 2,2003 
A copy of a Power Point Presentation, by Bob Speidel, June 6 2003, regarding 4.9 GHZ 
rulings bv the FCC. 
Associated Press, Thursday, May 29,2003, "State of Maine. Svstem u D d e  with new 
technolo~es." 
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SeDtember 2003 Minutes 

Meeting of The FCC Region 19 700 MHz Technical Advisory Committee 
Tuesday September 9,2003 
Connecticut Fire Academy, 34 Perimeter Road, Windsor Locks, CT 

The meeting was call to order at 1O:OOam. 
Present were the Chairman, Vice-chairman, and Secretary. Attendees signed the attendance 
roster that was passed around. 

ADMoval of Minutes-June 10.2003 
The chair provided copies of the agenda and previous meeting report. Moved by G. Carbonell 
and Seconded by Steve Brown that the minutes of the meeting of June 10,2003 be approved. 
The previous meeting minutes was approved by consensus. 

MembershiD 
The chairman stated he will continue to request participation from those states that still need 
representation in this committee. Vermont has had no participation in this committee for several 
years. 

The next meeting will be on December 9,2003 at State Police Headquarters, Concord 
New Hampshire. Directions will be placed on the website at ner7OOmhz.org. 

According to the committee’s bylaws there should be an annual election at the f d  meeting (this 
meeting). The Chairman announced that any person wishing to be a candidate for any of the 
three positions Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary should make their candidacy known. 
No response was heard. G. Carbonell moved that the incumbent Chairman, George Pohorilak, 
Vice Chairman, Jerry Zarwanski and Secretary Jim Warakois continue in their positions for the 
coming year. Seconded by Steve Brown and Voted unanimously to continue the current 
leadership. 

state U&te 
Connecticut is attempting to form a State Executive Interoperability Committee (SEIC). The 
Connecticut committee has been distributing 800 MHz radios designed strictly for 
interopembility use 

Massachusetts has a SEIC committee that is conducting meetings at various venues across the 
state for the purpose of enlightening the Public Safety Community on the current availability of 
interoperability plans, facilities, and working groups. 

Vermont representation was absent. 

New Hampshire indicated that December is the target date for the SEIC to meet Mr. Kowalik 
indicated that the state of New Hampshire has many homeland security projects and d d i t i o ~ l  
requests for other radio communications projects. 

- 
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Maine and Rhode Island representation was absent. 

New York State announced their first SEIC meeting to be held on December 2,2003. New York 
State will establish working groups for the various disciplines. 

Mr. Schlieman indicated that the two regions in New York would review other 700MHz plans 
(region 5,24,33, etc) to ensure uniformity of such plans. He reported that the NCC has a 
recommendation for standardized nomenclature. In regards to the state licensed channels New 
York State submitted a proposal for dealing with border sharing issues. Canada has agreed to set 
aside Channels 63 and 68 for border areas. 

The Chairman, George Pohorilak indicated Jerry Zarwanski and he would attend the Region 8 
meeting that will be held September 10,2003 in NYC. 

FCC Udate 
NCC report- All recommended rule changes from the NCC subcommittees were forwarded to 
the NCC. A recommendation for wide band interoperability and various completed documents 
were forwarded to the steering committee. Mr. Eierman indicated that TIA TR8 committee has a 
document in ballot that will be acted on in the next TIA meeting session. 

CAPRAD 
Chair indicated that this committee will use CAPRAD. However. at this time the committee has 
used up all the funds available for training. 

It was reported that there was discussion (at the FCC) that the use of CAPRAD be made 
mandatory. Regional Planning committees will have to make use of the database to provide 
accurate information to adjacent regions. Mr. Kowalik noted that the CAPRAD web site has 
information available for all regions and data associated with all regions. 

Plan Develoument - Scoring Matrix 
New Hampshire indicated that the committee adopted the matrix in the previous meeting. 
Typographical errors were pointed out. The chair reminded the committee that the matrix 
document is a working document and changes or modifications are welcome. 

Mr. Eierman indicated that the FCC has not approved any 700MHz Regional Plans to date. The 
Region 5 original plan submission was initially rejected due to various reasons including; Tribal 
Nation notification, adjacent region approval, attachments including all regional planning 
activity documents associated with the region, etc. Region 5 has re-submitted their plan to the 
Commission with additional information 

The insertion of a footnote was recommended for addressing language on Section 4, first 
parsgraph- ... For an analog system 0 points ... 

The footnote would read “Where allowedfor LP or mobile only or subscriber equipment”. It 
was clarified that no analog operations is allowed for interoperability channels. 
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Presentations 
Mr. Speidel (MIA Com) presented ‘‘70OMHz Update and Other Assorted Topics. ” A copy of 
the presentation was made available. 

Mr. 0”ara  (SRC) presented “Final 7OOMH.z General Use Narrow Band Allotment Pool-Region 
8. ” A copy of the presentation was made available. 

Mr. OHara also discussed how the 700hfHz Pool allotments were generated. 

4.9 GHZ 
The Chairman moved for this committee to convene their first 4.9GHz meeting in conjunction 
with the next 700MHz Regional Planning Committee meeting in December 2003. The motion 
was approved by consensus. 

New Business 
No new business identified. 

Meeting adjoumed by motion at 12:20 pm. 

Minutes by: Jim Warakois, Secretary 
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DECEMBER 2003 MINUTES 

Meeting of The FCC Region 19700 MHz Technical Advisory Committge 
Tuesday December 9,2003 
New Hampshire State Police Headquarten, 33 Hazen Drive, Manchester, NH 

The meeting was called to order at 1OOOam. 
Present were the Chairman, and Secretary. Attendees signed the attendance roster. 

The Chairman provided a copy of the attendance list for circulation and requested all present 
initialize the list of add their name to the list. He asked that all check their record of attendance and 
bring to his attention any discrepancies in the record. 

MOVED by Mr. Leary, and SECONDED by Mr. Welch that the minutes of the previous meeting, 
September 9,2003 be ACCEPTED. There was no discussion and the Minutes were APPROVED 
unanimously. 

ADDrovd Of &Ut€% 

MembershiD 
Mr. Kowalik noted that there are changes to the New HamDsbire mresentatives on the committee. 
The AASHTO representative will be &. Dave Chase. Mr-Henickbf NH, 
Fmergency Management has resigned and will be replaced by Mr. Don Keeler. 

Mr. Kowaiik requested the committee add Mr. Don Bardwell of NH State Police Communications 
for membershiphornination into the committee. His membership would be identified as the New 
Hampshire Police representative. 

The Chairman requested a Written letter of nomination for Mr. Bardwell, Mr. Chase, and Mr. 
Keeler fiom higher administrative authorities in their respective discipline before the committee can 
accept approval for membership. 

The chairman noted various vacancies in the committee representation. He expressed concern that 
those who are not participating will not reap the future benefits as the Committee moves forward. 
Further contact will be made with the administrations of those entities that are minimally represented 
on the committee in hopes of increasing attendance and membership. 

state UDda te 
Connecticut - There is an attempt being made to formalize a “State Interoperability Executive 
Committee”. Draft proposals have been submitted. The need for coordination of interoperability 
is recognized. Progress is being made. 

New Hampshire - Mr. Kowalik described the “New Hampshire State Police Digital Interoperability 
Expansion Project”. This propun will provide an upgrade to the existing infrastructure. The 
formation ofa State Interoperability Executive Committee. will d o w  certain related issues to be 
addressed formally. Atter descriiing the current and proposed statewide system Mr. Kowalik 
answered specific questions kom the group. 
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N m U ~ d a t e  
The Chairman noted that additional funding would be made available to the Regional Committees, as 
in the past. 

FE5sx&& 
There is no current news fiom the FCC mgarding 700 MHz activity. 

CAPRAD 
Mr. Carbonell reported that Regional CAPRAD updates would occw. 
The chairman noted that further training in the use of CAPRAD could be funded in part by the 
upcoming Regional Committee funding via NCC. 

Plan DeveloDment 
The Chairman noted that p a p  copies and a CD of the draft have been mailed to all committee 
members. Corrections were distributed for Section 6.  Page 3, (General use) F’aragraph one, second 
sentence, the frequency groups are changed to 6.25 WIZ rather than 25 kHz. 

Mr. Carbonell noted that the “general limits” sentence was omitted during the conection. It will be 
reinserted in the next printing. 

Part 1, section 9, page 2 is deleted It is not applicable to Region 19. 

Appendix G, page 19, “Rhode Island”, chauge Paul Leary to FCCA inquiry. Delete EMS inquiry 
reference. 

Section I, Page 2. Update certain of the contact addresses. 

The Chairman projected Committee approval of the Plan at the March meeting. 
Ther&, the plan will be submitted to the FCC and adjacent regions. 

Plan for 4.9 GHz 
Plan development for the 4.9 GHz band is slowly starting to form. Development of this plan was 
desonbed as “ repairing Humpty Dumpty after he was pushed off the wall.” 

Mr. Derdak questioned the enforceability of a 4.9 GHz Plan after the incumbents are already 
operating systems. 

- 

New Business 
No new business was introduced. 

Moved by h4r. Carbonell, and seconded that the meeting adjourn. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 

Respectfully submitted 
James Warakois, Secretary 
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March 2004 Minutes 

Meeting of the FCC Region 19 700 MHz Technical Advisory Committee 
Tuesday March 9,2004 
Massachusetts State Police General Headquarters 
470 Worcester Road, Framingham, MA 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 10:05 AM. 

Present: Mr. Pohorilak, Chairman, Mr. Zarwanski, Vice Chairman, Mr. Warakois, Secretary. All 
members present were asked to initial the attendance roster next to their printed names and 
correct any associated errors. Any one attending for the first time was asked to compete all the 
columns at the end of the attendance roster. 

Previous Minutes discussion: 
Mr. Kowalik moved to correct the minutes of the December 2003 meeting, second paragraph to 
read “.._. Mr. Tom Bardwe ll...” Moved to accept minutes as corrected. 
Accepted by unanimous vote. 

The Chairman requested representatives from each State provide an update of State activities. 

Connecticut. 
Mr. Pohorilak reported that representation from multiple agencies has been coordinated and 
meetings conducted to form the “Interoperability Committee.” This committee will implement 
the distribution of technology to aid communicatjons interoperability and future communications 
planning. Mr. James (Skip) Thomas is the Chairman. Mr. Pohorilak has offered to share 
information with Mr. Sutherland of Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts 
Mr. Sutherland reported that the Executive Office of Public Safety has convened an ad hoc 
working group for interoperability. Meetings have been held at various regions throughout the 
State to expand existing infrastructure. Consultant studies have been made and approved by the 
ad hoc group. The effort has gone into planning for the orderly release of Federal 
Interoperability h d s  when they become available. Funding will be disbursed to identified 
consortiums to aid with their interoperability planning. Effort is being made to coalesce such 
groups where they are not organized The Offke of the Secretay of Public Safety is supporting 
this activity. 

New Hampshire 
Mr. Kowalik noted that several interoperability projects have begun. The “ 1-95’’ corridor project 
with the New Hampshire D e m e n t  of Transportation and other State agencies. The New 
Hampshire State Police infrastructure is expanding gateways into other f‘requency bands. 
Another Interoperability Committee is working with Fire and EMS communities to bring them 
together using IC&, ITAC and FTIA gateways. The separate working groups have yet to 
congeal into a single Interoperability group. 
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Rhode Island 
A communications working group has been formed under the Governor’s Disaster 
Subcommittee. A virtual radio channel called “Right Turn” connects all of state dispatch 
facilities through an 800 MHZ backbone. Washington County, the southern most part of the 
State, will eventually merge into a statewide 800 MHZ system. The current DOT and RIPTA 
m o d e  Island Public Transit Authority) systems will be merged to form part of a larger 
statewide system. 

Maine - 
No report 

Vermont - 
No report 

NCC 
NCC filed the final report. 

FCC 
Mr. Carbonell noted that the FCC notice regarding license cancellations will take effect very 
soon. Letters of Construction should be completed and on file with the FCC. 

CAPRAD 
The Committee is ready to utilize CAF’RAD when the time comes to assign frequencies. Two 
Committee members have been sent for CAPRAD training. More will be sent when funding 
becomes available. 

4.9 GHZ 
The 4.9 GHz meeting will follow the end of the 700MHz meeting. A separate agenda has been 
created for a 4.9GHz meeting. 

700 MEz Plan Update 
The Chairman reviewed the progress of the 700MHz meeting to date and acknowledged the 
editing efforts of Joan Carrasqillo, CT OSET and Vice Chairman, Mr. Zarwanslci. Comments 
have been received from Bette Reinhardt, Motorola and others. Conference calls among 
technical members of the committee have been held to finalize aspects of the document. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Sutherland inquired as to the number of plans that have been already submitted to the FCC. 
Mr. Zarwanski indicated that two or three plans have been submitted to the FCC, none have been 
accepted. The FCC has provided reply comments back to those plans that have been reviewed 

Most plans have been developed around the NCC and NPSTC suggestions. 

The Chairman suggests that all members thoroughly review the plan before the next meeting in 
June 2004. Vote for adoption of the plan will occur in the next meeting in Vermont. 
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Mr. Warakois questioned the tables of allocation based on county allotments whereas the New 
England states frequently identify population bodies by municipal boundaries, being contiguous 
with one and another. Mr. Kowalik noted that Appendix L will be updated as the allocations 
commence. Mr. Carbonell noted that the Region borders might generate some problems in 
assignment of frequencies. 

Mr. Zarwanski noted that the Drafts of the Plan were distributed to the Region 8 and Region 30 
committees for preview. 

Mr. Carbonell questioned if Part I Section 3,2.4. Suspension or Removal from the 
committee would be in effect for the next meeting. The Chairman noted that attendance issue 
would be considered for the final acceptance. The suggestion was made that video conferencing 
should be considered for some of the future meetings. The benefitddrawbacks were discussed by 
the committee. The availability of such video conference bridge facilities was discussed. 

The Chairman noted that a pre June meeting would be held by telephone conference bridge in 
May, the date to be determined. All members will be notified. 

Mr. Carbonell wished a clarification of Part I Section 6, page 6, -second paragraph, 
Procedures for freauencv coordination. He noted that to reduce confusion, distances should 
be noted consistently in units of English or metric values. 

Mr. Derdak noted further changes to be made in the text regarding the "20-foot rule" being also 
known as the "6.1-meter rule". 

This concluded the 700MHZ meeting. The meeting continued on as the 4.9 GHZ Advisory 
Committee Meeting. 
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Pat 2, Appendix G 

APPENDIX G 

MEETING NOTIFICATION METHODS 

New England Region 19 uses various methods to notify its members and the public of 
meeting notices. 

Meeting notices have been posted on the Federal Communications Commission website. 
Meeting notices have been posted on the New England Region 19 700 MHz website. 
Meeting notices have been posted on the Connecticut Department of Public Safety 

Emails have been sent to all those who have requested to be notified by this means. 
Notices have been posted in the APCO Atlantic chapter newsletter. 
Notices have been posted in the Connecticut E9-1-1 newsletter. 
Letters have been sent to public safety officials within the Region. 

website. 

Samples of these notices are attached. 
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